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Acacia Lodge Officers 

2021 – 2022 

W. M.  - Chris Modica, (440) 339-7092, 

c.modica@yahoo.com 

S. W.  - Ted Daly, (216) 308-2572, 

TDaly@gatewayelectric.com 

J. W.  - Jeffrey H. Day, 440-449-2944, 

jeffreyhday@yahoo.com 

S. D.  -  

J. D.  - Craig Niederriter, 440-884-1376, 

lowhorseman@aol.com 

S. S.  - Chris J. Rieger, 216-548-4005, 

c.j.rieger@hotmail.com 

J. S.  - David W. Kemp, (440) 796-6584, 

davidkphoto@gmail.com 

Tyler  - Jason R. Elliott, 245-290-2268, 

jasonelliott91@aol.com 

Secretary  - James R. Cogan, 440-257-6964, 

coganj@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer  - David P. Ponsart, 440-953-1726, 

grocerydude@att.net 

Chaplain  - Jerald G. Dickerson,  

(440) 449-4639 

L.E.O.  - Chris J. Rieger, 216-548-4005, 

c.j.rieger@hotmail.com 

Marshall - N. Allen Paynter, 216-346-3162, 

mrclean274@aol.com 

Organist - Stephen A. Mietus, 330-592-3054, 

hkmietus@gmail.com 
 

 
TRESTLE-BOARD 

All stated meetings start at 7:30 p.m. – 

Dinner at 6:30 p.m. and reservations are 

required, 440-257-6964 

July 13 Stated Meeting 

July 16 Captains Game – see article 

July 22 Stated Meeting 

Aug 7 Top Golf 

Aug 10 Stated Meeting 

Aug 14 DGM Roll Out Program 

Aug 26 Stated Meeting 

Sept 3 Labor Day 

Sept. 14 Stated Meeting – Table 

Lodge with Collinwood 

Lodge 

Sept 23 Stated Meeting 

 

From The East, 

Greetings Brethren, 

I hope everyone is doing well.  I want to share some thoughts 

and activities that have been going on over the last few months.  

Acacia lodge enjoyed the honor of having a few new men join 

our lodge and they have already been raised to the Sublime 

Degree of Master Mason.  The lodge officers have been doing a 

tremendous job to make this a reality.  They continue to get our new 

members up to speed quickly.  Most recently, some of our officers were 

able to assist Collinwood Lodge with their Grand Master’s One Day Class.   

In the previous newsletter my article stated that  it’s a GREAT time to be a 

Mason and a member of Acacia Lodge.  We have some awesome events 

coming up.  In July, we have our Annual Night at the Captains Stadium 

Baseball game, in August we will have our annual Golf outing at Top Golf 

Driving range, (non-golfers and golfers of all skills are welcome), in 

September we will host the current Grand Master of Masons of Ohio, Most 

Worshipful Brother Timothy S. Wheeland for a joint Table Lodge with 

Collinwood Lodge and also in September we are planning a dinner cruise 

on Lake Erie (details are in the works on this one).  Remember to get your 

reservations in now for these events (contact our lodge secretary at 440-

257-6964). 

As always, it is great to have you at our meetings, but if for any reason you 

can only come for dinner please do so.  If you are unable to drive for any 

reason and would like to come to dinner or dinner and the meeting please 

give me a call, text or Email.  I am confident that we can make sure you are 

able to attend.  

Remember that Acacia Lodge is open during the months of July and August 

and I hope to see you at our stated meetings and our upcoming events.  

Remember Brethren, these events are for you and your family and friends 

who may like to see what masonry is all about.  Until the next time we meet, 

stay well and live your best life. 

Fraternally 

Christopher W. Modica, Worshipful Master 

"I find that the great thing in this world is not so much where we stand as in what 

direction we are moving: To reach the port of heaven, we must sail — sometimes 

with the wind and sometimes against it — but we must sail, and not drift, nor lie 

at anchor." - Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr. 
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From the West 

Dear Brethren, 

I have had the good fortune to take part in and/or 

witness the raising of three of our newest Master 

Masons of Acacia Lodge.  The degree work in all 

three was outstanding and it was an honor to be there 

as a member of Acacia Lodge.  Acacia’s current 

Worshipful Master, Chris Modica and Secretary, 

WB Cogan have done a fantastic job making the 

arrangements for these three Brothers.  Many thanks 

to Lakewood and Collinwood Lodges for hosting the 

events that made this possible. 

Acacia has scheduled two Master Mason degrees for 

September 14th (2nd Wednesday) and September 23rd 

(4th Friday).  I hope that many will attend and help or 

witness our degree work.  Acacia has always taken 

pride in our degree efforts, and I hope that continues.  

As you know, since Covid, we were restricted to only 

three participating members on the FC team to 

maintain social distancing.  I don’t believe that we 

have worked past that yet, but it is my hope that we 

can once again, next year resume the full FC team of 

12 members.  I am going to make this one of my 

goals for next year and hope you feel that same way.  

Especially since we are being inspected in the MM 

degree. 

Looking forward to next year, I will briefly say that 

we have a great group of officers committed to serve 

our Lodge if elected and the planning is well on its 

way to being completed.  There is another Bus Trip 

in the works along with some special activities for 

the Ladies at our Lodge as well.   

With Warmest Regards Fraternally, 

W.B. Ted Daly, Senior Warden 

Registering for Your Grand View Portal  

Remember to register their account in Grand View 

and keep your masonic and personal information 

current.  All that is needed is a connection to the 

Internet and your dues card in your hand!  

Go to www.freemason.com and click on “Member 

Portal” in the upper right corner.  On the right side 

below “Member Center” click on “visit our blog” for 

step-by-step instructions to create an account.  

Should you have any questions call James Cogan at 

440-257-6964. 

 
In Memoriam 

Brother    Passed 

F. James Lloyd Jr.   05-06-2022 

Robert Spence   05-25-2022 

William V. Wenger  04-16-2022 
 

They rest from their labors 
 

 

 
 
 

Take me out to the Ball Game! 

We will have our annual Lake County Captains 

outing on Saturday, July 16 this year starting at 7:00 

p.m.  The cost will be the same as in the past, $10.00 

per person.  That will get you into the ball game and 

a wrist band for dinner that night.   

New this year is that we will be in the right field loge 

area upstairs and will be limited to only 50 people.  

So please let me know if you are going and the 

number in your party as soon as possible.  There is a 

bobble head give away for those who arrive at the 

ballpark early, when the gates open.  This evening 

will be capped off with fireworks.  

Please RSVP to David Ponsart, 440-488-5231, as 

soon as possible.  

 

http://www.freemason/
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Fun for all!! 

You do not even have to know how to golf!! 

When:  August 7th from 5 to 8 PM 

Where: Top Golf, 5820 Rockside Woods 

Blvd N, Independence, OH. 

Cost: $20.00 per person (golf and 

refreshments). 

This is a fun time for everyone young and old.  For 

family and friends! 

Please call James Cogan, 440-257-6964 with your 

reservations as soon as possible. 

From the without the inner door, 

Brethren as the new season of life is upon us this 

Spring and Summer let’s all try to remember each of 

those who cannot live the way we do.  As Tyler, I 

must protect the secrets of the lodge from cowans 

and eavesdroppers.  But, that also applies to everyone 

when it comes to their peace of mind.  We must 

protect our minds, our hearts and our souls from the 

tricks and delusions of this world.  So let us all take 

time and reflect on our surrounding, family and 

friends since each of us is the Tyler of our own hearts 

and words.  Let’s use our words to heal and not hurt. 

Fraternally, 

Bro. Jason Elliott, Tyler 

 

Ohio License Plate Program 

The Ohio Freemason License Plate Program is 

available through the Bureau of Motor Vehicles. 

The response has been incredible!  

Donations this masonic year through April 22, 2022, 

have generated $55,908.58 to the Scholarship Fund! 

Thank you for living your tenets of Freemasonry 

every day!  

From – Grand Secretary’s Newsletter June 2022 

From the South 

Dear Fellow Masons, 

While celebrating the 4th of July Holiday a key 

patriot comes to mind, Benjamin Franklin.  My 

article will share some of the details of his masonic 

life following 1735.  The source for this information 

came from the Grand lodge of Ohio web site. 

“Bro.  Franklin published The Constitutions of the 

Freemasons, the first Masonic book printed in 

America.  It was a reprint of Anderson’s 

Constitutions, first published in England and 

containing Masonic history, charges, regulations, 

and more.  Copies of Franklin’s publication are 

cherished treasures in various Masonic libraries 

around the country. 

Franklin visited various lodges around the Northeast 

and Europe and was present at important meetings 

and ceremonies, including the Quarterly 

Communication of the Grand Lodge of 

Massachusetts in 1754.  In  June of 1760, he was 

elected a Provincial Grand Master of the Grand 

Lodge of England and was officially entered into the 

minutes at their November 1760 meeting in London.    

As he eventually was sent to France as an 

ambassador for the United States, his first actions 

were those affiliated with Masonic Lodges.  In 1777 

he was elected a member of “Loge des Neuf Soeurs” 

of Paris, and a year later he assisted in Voltaire’s 

initiation in this Lodge.  He went on to also become 

a member of Respectable Lodge de Saint Jean de 

Jerusalem in 1782, and the next year was elected 

Venerable d’Honneur of that body.  In 1783 he was 

elected an honorary member of Lodge des Bon Amis, 

Rouen, seven short years later, after much more 

meaningful, Masonic work, Bro.  Franklin passed 

away on April 17, 1790, at 84 years old. 

He is remembered for his whole life of service and 

unmatchable genius.  He was an excellent 

philosopher and ambassador that not only laid the 

foundation of Masonic history but the entire country 

as a whole with his diplomacy and political skills.  

It’s nearly impossible not to draw parallels between 

Masonic ideas and the way Bro.  Franklin lived.  He 

made tremendous improvements in the lives of 

people who needed it but never forced his way into 

the lives of others.  He invented a new form of 

glasses, pondered daylight savings and discovered 

the electrical currents of lightning.  He improved the 
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printing press, bolstered the American Army and 

Navy, provided light to the city of Philadelphia and 

invented hundreds of everyday gadgets whose 

descendants we use to this day.  We are honored that 

we may call this incredibly influential Founding 

Father ’Brother’.” 

God bless Benjamin Franklin. 

Fraternally and Peace, 

Bro. Jeff Day, Junior Warden 

"Mediocrity knows nothing higher than itself, but 

talent instantly recognizes genius." - Arthur Conan 

Doyle 

Masonic Word Search 

 

July   Fourth 

Etiquette  Ritual 

Degrees  Naphtali  

Entered   Apprentice 

Fellow  Craft 

Master  Mason 

Affirmation  All-Seeing  

Eye   Balloting  

Barefoot  Boaz 

Faithful   Servant  

Jachin  Balloting 

Remember Einstein's comment:  "There is 

a major difference between intelligence 

and stupidity; intelligence has its limits.". 

The Sons of Liberty 

The Sons of 

Liberty was an 

organization 

formed in the 

years before the 

American 

Revolution. 

In 1765 the 

British 

government, who were unhappy supporting the 

10,000 troops stationed in the American colonies, 

decided to levy a tax. This was called the Stamp Act 

of 1765. In the act anything printed in the colonies, 

whether a legal document, playing cards or anything 

in between, was required by law to be printed on 

paper created in London and embossed with a 

revenue stamp. This caused a series of legislative 

actions in various colonies in opposition, starting in 

Virginia. The motto for this resistance became "No 

taxation without Representation." This caused 

groups to form in all of the colonies who violently 

opposed the Stamp Act and other levied taxes. 

In August of 1765, the Sons of Liberty formed in 

Boston, Massachusetts. Soon a committee was 

formed in New York to communicate with other 

colonies and to coordinate efforts in opposing the 

taxes. Some of the violence led to the tar and 

feathering of tax collectors. This was meant to injure 

and humiliate the tax collectors. 

On December 16th, 1773 the Sons of Liberty in 

Boston held their most famous act of rebellion 

against the tax acts. The Boston Tea Party had the 

members of the Sons of Liberty climbing on board 

British merchant ships and dumping taxed tea into 

Boston harbor. This action led directly to the 

American Revolution. 

The Sons of Liberty in Boston was largely made of 

Freemasons from the area. Although it was not a 

Masonic organization and did not have an exclusive 

masonic membership, many of the leaders of the 

organization were Freemasons. A masonic legend 

holds the night of the Boston Tea Party, St. Andrew's 

Lodge of Boston, which owned the Green Dragon 

tavern meeting place of both the lodge and the Sons 

of Liberty, had their regular meeting. In the minutes 

it allegedly stated the meeting was canceled due to 
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lack of quorum. Presumably all the members were 

off dumping tea in Boston Harbor. 

While most associate the Sons of Liberty with 

Boston, it wasn't their only chapter. The Sons of 

Liberty had groups in almost all of the colonies. 

While Committees of correspondence were used for 

more formal communication between the colonies, 

the Sons of liberty leaned more toward action. 

Throughout the world, non-masonic organizations 

like the Sons of Liberty have sprung during time of 

revolution in countries. This includes in the 

Philippines, Ecuador and Mexico. Despite being 

non-masonic, many in their ranks are members in the 

fraternity. 

From “Today in Masonic History” 

Ben Franklin: The Thirteen Necessary Virtues 

In The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin, we find 

a list of thirteen virtues that “occurr’d to me as 

necessary or desirable.” 

These names of virtues, with their precepts, were: 

1. TEMPERANCE.  Eat not to dullness; drink not 

to elevation. 

2.  SILENCE.  Speak not but what may benefit 

others or yourself; avoid trifling conversation. 

3. ORDER.  Let all your things have their places; 

let each part of your business have its time. 

4. RESOLUTION.  Resolve to perform what you 

ought; perform without fail what you resolve. 

5. FRUGALITY.  Make no expense but to do good 

to others or yourself; i.e., waste nothing. 

6. INDUSTRY.  Lose no time; be always 

employ’d in something useful; cut off all 

unnecessary actions. 

7. SINCERITY.  Use no hurtful deceit; think 

innocently and justly, and, if you speak, speak 

accordingly. 

8. JUSTICE.  Wrong none by doing injuries, or 

omitting the benefits that are your duty. 

9. MODERATION.  Avoid extreams; forbear 

resenting injuries so much as you think they 

deserve. 

10. CLEANLINESS.  Tolerate no uncleanliness in 

body, cloaths, or habitation. 

11. TRANQUILLITY.  Be not disturbed at trifles, 

or at accidents common or unavoidable. 

12.  CHASTITY.  Rarely use venery but for health 

or offspring, never to dulness, weakness, or the 

injury of your own or another’s peace or 

reputation. 

13. HUMILITY.  Imitate Jesus and Socrates. 

As for how to acquire these virtues, Franklin advised: 

My intention being to acquire the habitude of all 

these virtues, I judg’d it would be well not to distract 

my attention by attempting the whole at once, but to 

fix it on one of them at a time; and, when I should be 

master of that, then to proceed to another, and so on, 

till I should have gone thro’ the thirteen; and, as the 

previous acquisition of some might facilitate the 

acquisition of certain others, I arrang’d them with 

that view, as they stand above. Temperance first, as 

it tends to procure that coolness and clearness of 

head, which is so necessary where constant vigilance 

was to be kept up, and guard maintained against the 

unremitting attraction of ancient habits, and the force 

of perpetual temptations. This being acquir’d and 

establish’d, Silence would be more easy; and my 

desire being to gain knowledge at the same time that 

I improv’d in virtue, and considering that in 

conversation it was obtain’d rather by the use of the 

ears than of the tongue, and therefore wishing to 

break a habit I was getting into of prattling, punning, 

and joking, which only made me acceptable to 

trifling company, I gave Silence the second place. 

Deputy Grand Master’s Program  

The Deputy Grand Master, RWB Steven M. Grindle, 

has planned to hold roll out plans for the 2022-2023 

Masonic year.  

All Ohio Masons are invited to attend, especially 

those anticipating serving as Worshipful Master or 

Warden of their lodge.  

This meeting is scheduled for August 14th at 7 p.m. 

at Quarry Lodge #382 in Berea Ohio.  The Brethren 

should feel free to attend comfortably dressed, for 

example Polo Shirt and Dockers, etc.  

While a planned agenda will be followed, these 

sessions are to allow the Deputy Grand Master to 

hear your concerns as well as the Lodges to hear of 

his planning and expectations for the next Masonic 

year.  

The rollouts will be an open forum gathering.  All 

members and their ladies are invited to attend.  

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0486290735/ref=as_li_qf_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=farnamstreet-20&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0486290735&linkId=0e8574e5657752f469c451be73a1e00a
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TRESTLE-BOARD  

Tear off and post on your refrigerator! 

All stated meetings start at 7:30 p.m. unless otherwise indicated – Dinner is provided before each 

meeting at 6:30 p.m. and reservations are required.  Please call James Cogan, 440-257-6964. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James R. Cogan 

6130 Thistlewood Drive  

Mentor, OH  44060 

 

 

 

 

 

- 

Wednesday July 13, 2022 Stated Meeting 

Saturday July 16, 2022 Captains Game 

Friday July 22, 2022 Stated Meeting 

Sunday August 7, 2022 Top Golf from 5 pm to 8 pm 

Wednesday August 10, 2022 Stated Meeting 

Sunday August 14, 2022 Deputy GM Roll Out Program 

Friday August 26, 2022 Stated Meeting 

Monday September 3, 2022 Labor Day 

Wednesday September 14, 2022 Stated Meeting, Table Lodge 

Friday September 23, 2022 Stated Meeting 


